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The Award

What is the purpose of the Award?

This Award is intended to honor outstanding scholastic achievement 
by members of the graduating classes of the public schools 
in Ulster County.

How are students selected for the Award?

Student representatives are chosen on the basis of scholarship. The 
class valedictorian, salutatorian, and one outstanding student 
selected by the Principal will be honored.

Who Sponsors the Award?

The Scholastic Achievement Award is sponsored by the Ulster County 
Superintendents’ Council.

The Award

What is the purpose of the Award?

How are the students selected for the Award?

Who Sponsors the Award?



Honored Students

Ethan Alexander (Ellenville)

Kasey Arnold (Rondout Valley)

Zoey Beadle (Ellenville)

Jason Chen (Kingston)

Alaina Cupo (BOCES - CTC)

Dana Georghiou (Highland)

Andrew Hill (Kingston)

Najhae Hoffman Wallkill

Charles (Chip) Johnson (BOCES - HVPA)

Sophia Kamrass (Saugerties)

Stephanie Klein (Highland)

Anne Lemek (New Paltz)

Archie Lewis-Harris (Onteora)

Arianna Moore (BOCES - CTC)

Hope Nitza (New Paltz)

Matthew Nusbaum (Rondout Valley)

Dhyey Patel (BOCES - HVPA)

Emily Peck (Onteora)

Devin Ramos (Wallkill)

Simon Rands (Onteora)

Rachel Reinking (New Paltz)

Dahlia Rosen (Rondout Valley)

Kevin Salazar (BOCES - HVPA)

Olivia Staby (Saugerties)

Sarah Stevens (Ellenville)

Rupika Talagadadeevi (Highland)

Ashley Thacker (Boces - CTC)

Joshua Townsend (Kingston)

Conor Warren (Wallkill)

Jaden Whittaker (Saugerties)



Ellenville High School

Sarah Stevens (Valedictorian) ~ Sarah will be taking a gap year before she heads off to a university. She plans to 
study Marine Biology and Ecology with hopes of becoming a Scientific Field Researcher. She plans to pursue her 
Doctorate in Marine Ecology with a focus on Coastal Conservation.

Her memberships include Varsity Soccer (4 years — Captain 11-12), Varsity Indoor Track (4 years — Captain 11-12), Varsity Outdoor 
Track (5 years — Captain 11-12), Ellenville Futsal Club (5 years), High School Band and Choir (4 years), Treble Choir (2 years), 
Chamber Singers (2 years), Ellenville Drama Club (7 years), Chemistry Club (2 years), Environmental Club (2 years), National 
Honor Society (1 year), and Kerhonkson Barracuda Swim Team (10 years).

Her achievements include Valedictorian, Rensselaer Medalist, Academic Excellence Award and High Honor Roll, North- East Sectional 
Recipient of the NIAAA Student Athlete Scholar Award, Mid-Hudson Athletic League Scholar-Athlete, Track and Field Rising 
Star Award (Spring 2018), Class President (8-12), and Certified Lifeguard and Water Safety Instructor.

She has volunteered her time at Ed Jacobs Youth Soccer League, helped coach the Elementary and Middle School 
Futsal Group, painted the Kerhonkson pool annually, helped organize relays and handed out time cards at 
swim meets, and created set designs and advertising for over 12 productions for the Ellenville Drama Club.

Sarah’s biggest accomplishment is “Having an intrinsic motivation to work hard and get back up whenever knocked down!”

Ethan Alexander (Salutatorian) ~ Ethan is headed to Paul Smith's College where he will begin his studies in Forestry-Ecological/Forest 
Management in the Fall of 2021. He hopes to become a Forester or an Environmental 
Conservation Officer.

He is a member of the Indoor and Outdoor Varsity Track Teams (10-12) and the Varsity Football Team.

His achievements include Salutatorian of the Class of 2021, High Honor Roll for every quarter during high school, 
and being a member of the 8-Man State Regional Football Championships.

He volunteers his time with the Summitville Fire Company, Ellenville PTO, and Ellenville Reformed Church.

Ethan’s biggest accomplishment is “Becoming the 8-Man State Regional Football Champions in 2019!”

Zoey Beadle (Principal’s Award) ~ In the Fall of 2021, Zoey will begin her studies in acting and writing at The American 
Musical and Dramatic Academy. She aspires to be an actor with hopes to publish the novel she’s currently 
writing.

She is a member of the National Honor Society and the Chamber Singers.

Her achievements include graduating third in the Class of 2021 and during the past year, being forced to reevaluate 
her relationship with academics and discovering that anything worth doing is worth doing even if it is wrong, 
because it is better to have done something imperfectly than not have done it at all.

Zoey's biggest accomplishment is “Shifting her mindset to value personal transformation over tangible rewards!”

Sarah Stevens (Valedictorian) ~ Sarah will be taking a gap year before she heads off to a university. 
She plans to study Marine Biology and Ecology with hopes of becoming a Scientific Field Researcher. 
She plans to pursue her Doctorate in Marine Ecology with a focus on Coastal Conservation. 
 Her memberships include Varsity Soccer (4 years — Captain 11-12), Varsity Indoor Track 
(4 years — Captain 11-12), Varsity Outdoor Track (5 years — Captain 11-12), Ellenville Futsal 
Club (5 years), High School Band and Choir (4 years), Treble Choir (2 years), Chamber Singers 
(2 years), Ellenville Drama Club (7 years), Chemistry Club (2 years), Environmental Club (2 years), 
National Honor Society (1 year), and Kerhonkson Barracuda Swim Team (10 years).  Her achievements 
include Valedictorian, Rensselaer Medalist, Academic Excellence Award and High Honor 
Roll, North- East Sectional Recipient of the NIAAA Student Athlete Scholar Award, Mid-Hudson 
Athletic League Scholar-Athlete, Track and Field Rising Star Award (Spring 2018), Class 
President (8-12), and Certified Lifeguard and Water Safety Instructor.  She has volunteered her 
time at Ed Jacobs Youth Soccer League, helped coach the Elementary and Middle School Futsal 
Group, painted the Kerhonkson pool annually, helped organize relays and handed out time cards 
at swim meets, and created set designs and advertising for over 12 productions for the Ellenville 
Drama Club.  Sarah’s biggest accomplishment is “Having an intrinsic motivation to work hard 
and get back up whenever knocked down!”

Ethan Alexander (Salutatorian) ~ Ethan is headed to Paul Smith's College where he will begin 
his studies in Forestry-Ecological/Forest Management in the Fall of 2021. He hopes 
to become a Forester or an Environmental Conservation Officer.  He is a member of 
the Indoor and Outdoor Varsity Track Teams (10-12) and the Varsity Football Team.  His 
achievements include Salutatorian of the Class of 2021, High Honor Roll for every quarter 
during high school, and being a member of the 8-Man State Regional Football Championships. 
 He volunteers his time with the Summitville Fire Company, Ellenville PTO, 
and Ellenville Reformed Church.  Ethan’s biggest accomplishment is “Becoming the 
8-Man State Regional Football Champions in 2019!”



Highland High School

Stephanie Klein (Valedictorian) ~ New York University is where Stephanie will begin her studies 
as a Biology Major in the seven year Dental Program. She aspires to be an Orthodontist. 
 

Her memberships include Interact Club, Science Olympiad, Model UN, Tri-M 
Honor Society, Art Club, Nationa Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, Mathletes, and 
Hispanic Scholar in the College Board National Recognition Programs.  

She volunteers 
her time as President of the Highland Chapter of PERIOD., a global organization 
fighting to end period poverty and stigma through service, education, and advocacy. 
 

Stephanie’s biggest accomplishment is “Being named Valedictorian of her graduating 
class!”

Dana Georghiou (Salutatorian) ~ SUNY New Paltz is where Dana is headed to study 
Accounting with the hopes of becoming an Accountant.  
Her achievements include 
Academic Excellence in Regents Chemistry, Academic Excellence in College 
Algebra, and highest average in Algebra 2.  
Dana'’s biggest accomplishment 
is “Being a dedicated student and supporting her friends!”

Rupika Talagadadeevi (Principal's Award) ~ Rupika plans on attending the University of Rochester 
to begin her studies in Biomedical Engineering and Pre Med. She aspires to be a Medical 
Physician.  She is a member of the National Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, and 
Tri-M Music Honor Society.  Her achievements include being a recipient of the Rensselaer 
Medal, Outstanding Academic Achievement in Spanish, Academic Achievement in 
English, Academic Achievement in Western European History, Academic Achievement in Studio 
Art, a two-time Guinness World Record Holder, has been an Indian classical dancer for 
10 years, and took part in the BRAINterns internship in the Lenox Hill Department of Neurosurgery. 
 Rupika has volunteered her time through the National Honor Society, Interact, Ribfest, 
Backpack Program, and the annual holiday celebrations in town.  
Rupika’s biggest accomplishment 
is her “Spread the Love Initiative!” For the past four years of high school she reached 
out to two new people every day through her social media by sending heartfelt messages 
in order to spread positivity and love. The responses she received back have shown 
her the importance of small acts of kindness in creating a community brought together by 
love.



Kingston High School

Jason Chen (Valedictorian) ~ Jason will be attending Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) to 
begin his studies in Physics and Electrical Engineering. His future plans include becoming a Renewable 
Energy Physicist/  Specialist.  His memberships include Marching Band/Wind Ensemble/Jazz 
Ensemble (Section Leader), Science Olympiads (President), Robotics (Secretary), 
Academic WorldQuest (Vice President), Math Team (Treasurer), Mock Trial Team (Treasurer), 
National AP Scholar, National Merit Scholarship Recipient, Science Olympiads Regional/State 
Medalist, NYS Mathematics League State Competition Qualifier, M3 MathWorks Math 
Modeling Challenge Honorable Mention, Academic WorldQuest National Competition Top 10 
Team, SUNY Ulster Engineering Contest Winner, Jack Kent Cooke College Scholar, and the Boy 
Scouts of America Order of the Arrow Inductee.  Jason volunteers his time with the Boy Scouts 
of America (Troop 20), Service Projects, and Tutoring.  Jason's biggest accomplishment is “Being 
the recipient of the prestigious National Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Scholarship which will 
award him up to $40,000 per year for all four years of college!”

Andrew Hill (Salutatorian) ~ Andrew will be attending Comell University to study Biological 
Studies. He aspires to be a Marine Biologist.  His memberships include Varsity 
Cross Country (Captain), Varsity Indoor and Outdoor Track, Math Team, Class of 
2021 (Treasurer), National Honor Society, and Spanish Honor Society.  His achievements 
include AP Scholar with Distinction, Salutatorian of the Class of 2021, seven 
(7) Varsity Letters, and three (3) Department of Environmental Conversation (DEC) 
Catch and Release Fishing Awards.  Andrew has volunteered at the local food pantry 
for the DEC.  Andrew’s biggest accomplishment is “Getting into his first choice college!”

Joshua Townsend (Principal’s Award) ~ New York University is where Joshua will begin his studies 
in Biology or Public Health Management. He aspires to be an Anesthesiologist or a Public Health 
Manager.  He is a member of Brothers at Bard Mentoring Program, Kingston High School Marching 
Band, Class of 2021 (Corresponding Secretary), Choir, and NCG Cinema (Employee).  His 
achievements include Honor Roll, Exemplary Student Recognition in Health Course, Certificate 
of Award for successfully completing CLASSP Rhinebeck, SPE 310, College of Arts and 
Sciences Presidential Honors Scholar Program at New York University, SOS Peer Sex Educator 
Training and Certification as Peer Educator, Certificate of Completion for completing the requirements 
of “Be Proud Be Responsible”.  He has volunteered his time at the People's Place and 
Camp Ramapo for Children during the summer of 2020.  Joshua's biggest accomplishment is “Getting 
into the College of Arts and Sciences Presidential Honors Program at New York University!”



New Paltz High School

Anne Lemek (Valedictorian) ~ Anne will be attending Michigan State University in the 
Fall of 2021 to study Microbiology. She aspires to be a Research Scientist.  She is 
a member of the National Honor Society.  Her achievements include National Merit 
Scholarship Commended Student, AP Scholar with Distinction, three (3) Varsity 
Letters in Soccer, and received the Thomas J. Watson Memorial Scholarship. 
 Anne’s biggest accomplishment is “Being a Michigan State University Distinguished 
Freshman Scholar!”

Rachel Reinking (Salutatorian) ~ Rachel will begin her studies at Smith College in'the Fall of 
2021. Her major area of study is currently undecided but she plans to major in a discipline 
of STEM.  She is a member of the National Honor Society.  Her achievements include 
National Merit Scholarship Commended Student, dance and choreography with the 
Barefoot Dance Company, and has choreographed four modern dance pieces featuring 
fellow dance company members.  Rachel volunteers her time with the Elting Memorial 
Library Youth Advisory Group.  Rachel's biggest accomplishment is her “Senior Dance 
solo that she choreographed! It represents her as a person, dancer, and artist, and 
it is truly the culmination and the high point of her 14 year dance career!”

Hope Nitza (Principal’s Award) ~ Hope will attend Brown University to study Ecology, Evolutionaty Biology, 
and Political Science. Her future plans include a career in conservation biology to problem solve 
and develop solutions at the intersection of biology and public policy that lead to sustainable change. 
 Her memberships include Student Body President, National Honor Society (President), Senior 
Class (President), Science Olympiad Club (President), Environmental Club (President), Model 
UN Club, and Mathletes Club.  Her achievements include Lacrosse Team Captain (2 years), Lacrosse 
Sportsmanship Award (2019), High Honor Roll middle school through high school, placed 2 
at Eastern New York Sub-Regional Junior Science and Humanities Symposium (JSHS) Competition, 
and placed 1st at the New York State Level JSHS Competition in the Environmental Science 
category.  Hope volunteered her time on the Jen Metzger for State Senate and Pat Ryan for 
Ulster County Executive Campaigns, Trevor Zoo at Millbrook School, and with the Environmental 
Conservation Board of the town of New Paltz as a Board Member.  Hope's biggest accomplishment 
is “Placing 1st at the New York State Junior Science and Humanities Symposium (JSHS) 
Competition for her three year project in the Environmental Science category!”



Onteora High School

Simon Rands (Valedictorian) ~ Tufts University is where Simon will begin his studies in Environmental 
Studies and Chemistry. In the future he hopes to advance renewable energy 
technology and use, fight for sustainability and against climate change.  His memberships 
include National Honor Society (Vice President), School Newspaper (Copy Editor), 
Science Olympiad, Varsity Soccer (Captain), and Varsity Tennis.  His achievements 
include Valedictorian and Section IX Class B All Star Soccer Team (2019). Simon 
has volunteered his time at the Ulster Immigrant Defense Network.  Simon’s biggest 
accomplishment is “Being Valedictorian and getting into college!”

Archie Lewis-Harris (Salutatorian) ~ New York University Steinhardt is where Archie is headed in the Fall 
of 2021 to begin his studies in Screen Scoring. He aspires to be a Professional Composer.  He is 
a member of New Genesis Productions, Varsity Tennis, Onteora Musical Orchestra Pit, Hudson Valley 
Youth Jazz Orchestra, and the Onteora Mentorship Program (for film scoring).  His achievements 
include Salutatorian, several AP college courses, 2019 All State Symphony Orchestra, 2020 
All State Wind Ensemble, 2021 All Eastern Concert Band, a short film he scored (won top three in 
the NYU Tisch Art for Health Campaign, several short films he has scored and have been selected for 
numerous National/international Film Festivals, and managed to maintain his average during remote 
learning.  He has volunteered his time with an Alzheimer’s Awareness Fundraiser, National Honor 
Society, Junior Honor Society, scored a documentary about frontline nurses called “Adopt a Nurse”, 
wrote the original score for the short film “Hey Noodle” by Mirror Up to Nature Films working with 
a community of seniors in Mesa, Arizona.  Archie’s biggest accomplishment is “Getting into the university 
of his dreams to study Screen Scoring!”

Emily Peck (Principal’s Award) ~ Emily will be attending Harvard University in the Fall of 2021 to study Social 
Studies. She aspires to be a Lawyer working for an International Nonprofit or Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO).  Emily is a member of the Newspaper Club, Student Council, Musical 
Theater, Harvard Model Congress, Community Mentorship Program, Tennis Team, and Philosophy 
Club.  Her achievements include High Honor Roll (9-12), Nomination for the College Board 
National Recognition Program, Varsity Tennis (10-12), Harvard Model Congress Honorable Mention 
(2020 and 2021), Scholarship Recipient for the NYU Climate Change Summer Program, and Good 
Citizenship Award.  She has volunteered with the Independent Book Donation Project (co-founder), 
Tutoring ENL students, Canvased for local candidates, volunteers at an artist founded Laboratory 
Space, and donated masks that she made to help stop the spread of the coronavirus.  Emily’s 
biggest accomplishment is “The success of the Independent Book Donation Project that she and 
her friend created!”



Rondout Valley High School

Dahlia Rosen (Valedictorian) ~ Dahlia will be attending the University of Vermont to begin 
her studies in STEM. She aspires to pursue a graduate degree in the future.  She 
is a member of the National Honor Society and the International Federation of Kyokushin. 
 Her achievements include Most Improved (JV Volleyball ~ 2018), Player of 
the Year (JV Volleyball ~ 2019), Black Belt in Kyokushin Karate (Practitioner for 11 years), 
AP Scholar Award, and Rensselaer Medalist through RPI.  She volunteers her time 
with the Ulster Immigrant Defense Fund, Friendships Donation Network, High Meadow 
School, Animals for Adoption, and Rochester Food Pantry.  Dahlia’s biggest accomplishment 
is “Being honored with the title of Valedictorian and earning her Black Belt 
after a decade of diligent training at the Fighting Spirit Karate Dojo!”

Matthew Nusbaum (Salutatorian) ~ Matthew will be attending Wesleyan University to study 
Social Studies and Education. He aspires to become a Teacher or Civil Rights Attomey. 
 His memberships include Mock Trial, Math Team, Varsity Cross Country, Student 
Congress (President), Student School Board Representative, and National Honor 
Society.  His achievements include Salutatorian, National Merit Scholarship Finalist, 
and Math Team State Qualifier.  Matthew's biggest accomplishment is “Starting 
and running a tabletop roleplaying game program for middle school students 
during the pandemic!”

Kasey Arnold (Principal’s Award) ~ Kasey will be attending SUNY New Paltz to 
begin her studies in International Affairs and Relations with a minor in French. 
She aspires to be a Human Rights Activist through Peacework.  Her memberships 
include Human Rights Club (President), Class Officer, National 
Honor Society, and Varsity Cross Country Team.  Her achievements 
include Numerous Cross Country Medals, High Honor Roll, and 
Mohonk Consultations Award. She volunteers her time advocating for Farmworkers 
Rights.  Kasey's biggest accomplishment is “Graduating with High 
Honors and being accepted to Fordham University and the University of 
Vermont while managing a difficult anxiety disorder!”



Saugerties High School

Olivia Staby (Valedictorian) ~ Olivia plans to attend SUNY New Paltz to study 
Education or International Relations. She hopes to teach abroad or be involved 
with international relations and business.  She is a member of Key Club, 
Spanish Club, French Club, Poetry Club, Student Government, Student 
Council, and National Honor Society.  Her achievements include receiving 
the Town Youth Award and Seal of Biliteracy.  She has volunteered 
her time at the Garlic Festival, Mum Festival, “Teen Tech Tutoring’, 
Blood Drives, and babysitting.  Olivia’s biggest accomplishment is “Being 
Valedictorian and receiving the Seal of Biliteracy!”
Sophia Kamrass (Salutatorian) ~ Sophia will be attending SUNY Geneseo in the 
Fall of 2021. Her major area of study is undecided at this time. She plans to 
pursue writing and other interests in the future.  She is a member of the National 
Honor Society.  Her achievements include receiving a Computing Scholarship 
from RIT and other Merit scholarships from colleges she has been accepted 
to.  Sophia’s biggest accomplishment is “Becoming the Salutatorian and 
surviving this school year!”
Jaden Whittaker (Principal's Award) ~ Jaden plans to attend Siena College in the Fall of 2021 majoring 
in Applied Data Science. His interest is in sports analytics that are used to project and track 
statistics for a specific player as well as an entire team.  His memberships include Builders Club 
(7-8), Saugerties Chapter of The National Honor Society (11-12), Kingston Baseball Umpire Association, 
High Honor Roll, NYSPHSAA Scholar Athlete, and MHAL Scholar Athlete.  His achievements 
include the Ray Mayone Dedication Award from the Saugerties Babe Ruth League and 
was also asked to speak at the Distinguished Friend of Education Award Dinner in memory of beloved 
baseball coach and mentor, Jim Spiers.  He has volunteered as an umpire at the Saugerties 
Little League, an announcer for the Saugerties Babe Ruth League, Hopes Rock Festival, 
and the Saugerties Stallions Collegiate Baseball Team.  Jaden's biggest accomplishment is 
“When he was asked to be the official announcer for MHAL, Sectional and Regional High School 
Baseball Tournaments located at the Cantine Veteran’s Memorial Complex!”



Wallkill High School

Conor Warren (Valedictorian) ~ Conor is on his way to Princeton University to begin his studies 
in Chemical and Biological Engineering. He aspires to be a Biomedical Engineer, 
Doctor, or entrepreneur in the medical field.  His memberships include Class President, 
Student Intern at New Paltz Climate Smart, National Honor Society, Spanish Honor 
Society, and Leo Club.  His achievements include National Merit Scholarship Recipient, 
Keynote speaker at Dutchess BOCES Spring Summit hosted by Center for Sustainability 
and Climate Education, Creating the Carbon Accountability Project, and Ex-Officio 
Representative on the Wallkill Board of Education.  He has volunteered with the 
Leo Club, New Paltz Climate Smart, and SGA.  Conor’s biggest accomplishment is “Being 
a kind person!”
Devin Ramos (Salutatorian) ~ Devin is heading to Union College in Schenectady to begin 
his studies in Astronomy. He hopes to have a career at a University, NASA, or the 
ESA.  He is a member of the National Honor Society and the Spanish Honor Society. 
 His achievements include Salutatorian of the Class of 2021 and has maintained 
High Honor Roll throughout his high school career.  He has volunteered by helping 
to set-up and run a Spring Fling event for the Office of Children and Family Services, 
recording basketball tournaments at WSHS, assisted at the Plattekill Public Library, 
and volunteered with the National Honor Society.  Devin's biggest accomplishment 
is “Being accepted into a college where he can pursue the field of Astronomy!”

Najhae Hoffman (Principal’s Award) ~ Temple University is where Najhae will begin her studies 
in Public Health on a Pre-Dental Track. She plans on working in Dentistry as an Orthodontist 
and one day having her own dental prac- tice.  She is a member of the Comprehensive 
District Education Plan Committee (CDEP), Wallkill Middle School/High School 
Book Club (President), Leo Club, and Student Government Association.  Her achievements 
include English Awards, Science Awards, Art Awards, Dance Awards, Coach 
Awards, Pride of Wallk- ill Cheer Award, UCA Varsity Cheer All-American Award with 
a tour to London, Community Service Award, Stop Bullying Award, and American Legion 
Auxiliary Girls State Nomination.  She has volunteered her time through Generation 
to Generation, Holiday Cards, the Farm and Food Pantry, S.T.E.AM Elementary 
Event, and as a Cheerleading Trainer.  Najhae’s biggest accomplishment is “Organizing 
a Book Drive with members of her school Book Club!”



Ulster BOCES Career & Technical 
Education

Alaina Cupo (Valedictorian) ~ Alaina is a Highland High School student who attends the Cosmetology 
program at the CTE Center at Ulster BOCES. She will head off to SUNY New Palfz 
in the Fall of 2021 to study Adolescence Education in Mathematics. Her future plans include 
becoming a Math Teacher and work in a salon during her free time.  Her memberships include 
Interact, Yearbook, National Technical Honor Society (President), National Honor Society, 
SkillsUSA (Treasurer and Secretary), Tri-M Honor Society, and High School Band.  Alaina’s 
achievements include JV Soccer (9-10), Varsity Soccer (11-12), and placing third in the SkillsUSA 
Cosmetology Senior State Competition.  She has volunteered her time at multiple events 
with Interact Club over the years including, Ribfest, Springfest, Light Up the Hamlet, Ronald 
McDonald House, Castle Point, and the Queen of Hearts Dance.  Alaina’s biggest accomplishment 
is “Being Valedictorian of Ulster BOCES!”

Arianna Moore (Salutatorian) ~ Arianna is a New Palz High School student who altends the Graphic 
Visual Arts program at the CTE Center at Ulster BOCES. She plans to attend SUNY Ulster 
and plans to transfer to SUNY Alfred. She will be studying Graphic/Fine Arts in hopes to become 
a Graphic Designer in the future.  She is a member of National Honor Society and the National 
Technical Honor Society.  Her achievements include the 2018 Student Recognition Award, 
Scholastic Silver Key Award with four (4) Honorable Mentions, and Bronze Award in Girl Scouts. 
 Arianna has volunteered her time as a Girl Scout member and Troop helper, food drives for 
Family of New Paltz, pet food drives for Walden Animal Shelter, caroling, arts and crafts, cookie 
decorating, Easter visits at Woodland Ponds Nursing Home, Clean Sweeps Playground Refurbishment, 
Blood Drives, designed posters for BOCES, designed graduation lawn signs (2019-2021), 
and designed the 2020-2021 yearbook cover.  Arianna’s biggest accomplishment is “Being 
asked to be a part of many projects in her school and community!”

Ashley Thacker (Principal’'s Award) ~ Ashley is a New Paltz High School student who attends 
the CISCO program at the CTE Center at Ulster BOCES. She is headed to Norwich 
University to begin her studies in Cyber Security. She hopes to work for a company 
that will challenge and educate her with new skills.  She is a member of the National 
Technical Honor Society and SkillsUSA.  Her achievements include High Honor 
Roll, Softball Team Captain, PC Pro Certification, Linux Certification, Network Pro 
Certification, National Technical Honor Society (Treasurer), SkillsUSA Vice President 
(2019-2020), and SkillsUSA President (2020 - 2021).  Ashley has volunteered 
for the Food Pantry and New Paltz BMX.  Ashley’s biggest accomplishment 
is “Buying a Carl”



Ulster BOCES Hudson Valley 
Pathways Academy

Charles Chip Johnson (Valedictorian) ~ Chip is a Saugerties student who attends 
the Hudson Valley Pathways Academy at Ulster BOCES. He has been 
studying Green Building Maintenance and Management and will be graduating 
from SUNY Ulster in the Spring of 2021.  His future plans include running 
his new business: Chips Maintenance LLC.  His achievements include 
High Honor Awards, SUNY Ulster President's List, Creating a raised bed 
pallet garden during the pandemic to keep busy and to grow food for his family. 
The project was afterwards Jjournaled by another young scholar in a "teenvoices.net" 
article.  Chip's biggest accomplishment is “Learning about and 
creating his new business ~ Chip’s Maintenance LLC!”

Dhyey Patel (Salutatorian) ~ Dhyey is a Kingston student who attends the Hudson 
Valley Pathways Academy and will attend Baruch College where he will 
study Business Analytics. He aspires to be a Business Analyst.  He is a member 
of the Business Club at SUNY Ulster (President).  His achievements include 
the completion of high school in three years, Making the President's list 
for two consecutive semesters at SUNY Ulster and Dean's list my third consecutive 
semester, Holding a 3.7- 3.9 GPA throughout college, and being a 
Youth Coordinator at my religious organization (BAPS).  Dhyey's biggest accomplishment 
is “Being happy and content with his life!”
Kevin Salazar (Principal’'s Award) ~ Kevin is a Kingston student who attends the 
Hudson Valley Pathways Academy at Ulster BOCES and plans to study Biology 
and Pre-Med. He is undecided as to where he will be attending college, 
but he aspires to be a Physician.  He has volunteered his time with the 
Hudson Valley Foundation for Youth Health Nonprofit Meet Up (Fall 2018). 
 Kevin's biggest accomplishment is “Being accepted into the Honor’s Program 
at SUNY Ulster!”



Ulster County Superintendents

Lisa Wiles Ellenville Central School 
District

Thomas Bongiovi Highland Central 
School District

Dr. Paul Padalino Kingston City Schools

Angela Urbina-Medina New Paltz 
Central School District

Marystephanie Corsone (Acting) Onteora Central 
School District

Dr. Joseph Morgan Rondout Valley Central 
School District

Kirk Reinhardt Saugerties Central School 
District

Kevin Castle Wallkill Central School 
District

Dr. Charles Khoury District Superintendent 
Ulster BOCES



Ulster County
High Schools Principals

Carl Pabon Ellenville High 
School

William Zimmer Highland 
High School

Vince DeCicco Kingston High 
School

Mario Fernandez New Paltz 
High School

Lance Edelman Onteora 
High School

Jessica Torok Rondout Valley 
High School

Tim Reid Saugerties High 
School

Joseph Salamone Wallkill High 
School

Amy Storenski Ulster BOCES Career 
& Technical Education Center

Peter Harris Ulster BOCES Hudson 
Valley Pathways Academy

Board Presidents

Philip Mattracion Ellenville Board of Education

Alan Barone Highland Board 
of Education

James Shaughnessy Kingston Board 
of Education

Glenn LaPolt New Paltz Board 
of Education

Laurie Osmond Onteora Board 
of Education

Dawn Van Kleeck Rondout Valley Board 
of Education

Robert Thomann Saugerties Board 
of Education

Joseph LoCicero Wallkill Board 
of Education

Christopher Farrell Ulster BOCES 
Board of Education



Little birds don’t begin life knowing. Learning 
to fly comes with growing. The freedom 
of flight is merely the result, acquired 
by practice, however difficult.

Their countless failings pave the way for each 
small success day by day. Because 
flight is what little birds aspire to, 
they believe they can so they do.
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